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A building in which a large
number of parishioners - six
hundred - can participate in
the celebration of the Mass in
circumstances which recall
something of the intimacy of
the last Supper.

It is difficult to achieve this
object with a long narrow
rectangular building.

That is why the Good
Shepherd church brings the
congregation into something
like a semi-circle, focussed on
the sanctuary.
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A splenc i interior view.

Martine Hamilton Knight




The atmosphere of a
church should be
conducive to prayer
and should reflect,
1In some measure,
the glory of God.

This atmosphere is not
created by any one element
in a building, but by several
aspects of the design -
organisation of space,
proportion, texture, colour
and the use of light.

Not the least important of

these elements is the use of
light.



e

e
1. '-l“ ' -
will 'M L

§ et i o SR . v il vl
1
.

W . 4

The central theme behind
the altar is made up of a
number of square panels
which are assembled
within the structural

" members of the church and
contain the main theme of
the tree of life and the
sacred wounds, whilst the
secondary theme is
contained in vertical
columns as seen in this
View.
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Patrick Reyntien’s windows.

I'hey are not traditic al stained glass using sheet glass and lead, but
hick slabs of coloured glass joined with concrete.

I'hey are not 1 epr' entational. There is, however, a single theme
esign of all the windows - the tree.
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(1960, r. Mooney, in‘need of a
drger church, and inspired by a
serard Goalen churchin Harlow,
decided 194319?3 1 Isa me architect.

Hisoriginal ir ention was for
golotired glass to surround both the
sanctuary and the nave but cost
limitedhis choice and the mullions
as seenin this picture were the
M?lw‘-' solution.

[t would be marvellous if some rich
benefactor were to fund the
completion of the original intention
and turn a Grade IT* listinginto a
potential Grade 1.
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The geometry and structure
of the church are based on the
hexagon and the cantilevered
arch.

The nave consists basically of
two hexagons, each forty feet
wide and each covered by an
umbrella vault supported on

a single column.

The sanctuary has two
smaller hexagons - each
twenty feet wide - each with a
single column.

The external walls of the
= : - e | nave and sanctuary are

' constructed on the same
principle - columns

e supporting cantilevered
Fig. .=Church near Nottingham. ar ches.

January 1o64.



WNHOP C the Church.

Ieroof is a reverse of the interior ceiling.

The rainwater drains down the centre
of the pillarsinside the church.

It has been re-felted only once in almost fifty
years and is now well overdue for replacement.



Photo taken from the upper
car park stairs.

The 100ft Spire was made of

~ reinforced concrete in four

ections and assembled on

e.

Tradition says that the cross
was lowered from a
helicopter!
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lhe baptisteryis situated at the rear
DT TNE orgl‘u‘umﬁw‘)j he Lady

This represents the descent to the Jordan when Jesus
was baptised by John the Baptist.
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[TITIES
vhen
the
church

The
architect
envisaged
itas a
crying
room for
babies -
but babies
are
welcome
anywhere.



STATIONS of the CROSS

P

Nicholas Mynheer's ed stone reliefs
have a simplicity of form and expression
that does not strive to recreate the natural
appearance of things, but rather to provoke
emotional and devotional response to

neir subject.
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s The awkward site with a
= height difference of
twenty feet across the
site made access a bit of a
challenge!
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rete prbblems have been demolished and

ikely to provide substantial grant aid.

ed that this outstanding example should
ish will have to fund the balance.
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